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Thra abjaoctive of Tapiy Conmearrodion iz $o aifer tha
members of Lie Tanip Znewialist Croup/IUCH /550 ond
oihnerd zoocerned with The famaly Teporidae, news brief
pEneTs, dninicns, 4nd seneral irnformetion akast Bhis
threatenegd mamnalism geras. fnyone withing %o zontribute
to Tapir Congervotlon con acnd material toi
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PO, Eox LTS
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®¥ord Foom The Edifor

DALPIR SPECIATIST CROUD UTDATE

Thenke to all who heve sent latters end articles to me
Jirnees leat Cepsenber. Your input is greatly aporeciated
anc hes conbrituted to this sesend iseue of TAPIR CONSRRTVATION.

Lost yeEr, many people were sontacted for the inclusion of
their deta in our Acliun Flun Report, but the reeronse was
Low. G54 plesee nate that a questicnnsire ig again being
gent your woy via Teeue ¥P. If you have restended slready,
pleaze pess the Aoticn Plan form alone to somesne who may
be able te provide additivnsl duts, If you keven't re-
spended, or were not on th: originel list of fetion Plen
repart recipienta, nls=se take a few mements to inolnie
¥our thoughts shout the szpscies Taviridae wnich VO ADe
most Tapiliar,

This fetion Plem will e 4tha firet desupents ocwvoer published
detailing the conservation pricsities for the Four extant
species of teplr. Ton™ miss cut on the epoocrmunity to

be part of this irpertent snd kisteric work,

I will he ssrving as Eheirperson for the Tapir Specislist
Greup for the next triennium end leok forward ta working
with RI1 mrmbers ss we ettempt o develop ocound comservetion
stretemies whish will help %o see the preserveation of all
four species of tavir reslized.

Again, my tharks to 811 who heve beew in comcynicatien. And

I losk forward $o an acktive Tapir Specinlist GToUp netwerk
during the upcoming menthe,

HEWNS FROX THE FIgLD

e PANAIES

1. GCAPTIVE E&EE?IH; 0F T. HATRNII TO ZEGIN IN PANANA

T

At the Suemit Zoe in Panams Jity, Pensou, and in e nrivete
facility in Escondido, 300 miles bo the nortk, two separste
but cellaborative Lreeding programs are begirming Tor the
central Apcricen texdr, T Bairdil,



A totel of nine enimals will he sharod betweern hath
faeilizies. At this time, a young male fopir iz being
trensferred fron Escondido to the Surmit f2o on o a
breecing loam,

e primery goel of these proprans iz to breed far re-=
introduetion back into profected forested areas in Panoma
tast were once inhsbited by fapir. Befere »rotected status
was granted to these wild lends, hanting precssures lad to
tag disappearancze of some loecal tapir populetiona ip
Toreete nearky the Summit Zoo.

The Surmit fo¢ ie contingent with 2 20,000 heesars Natiomal
Poark which provides good habhitnt for the Contral tmerican
tapiy, and at ¢ne time supported & heelihny pepulation of

P, beirdii.

The breeding progrems just beginming row in Fenems, may
sge the eweninzl return of T. heirdii to theee perticular
Panamanion forsstas.

Initial contacet with both Panapenian facilities wes the
work of Rick Barongl, Jurater of Femmels st the San DHege
oo End Tapir 38F ¢uordinzter. Ths Bccondide sanir ETOMT
once the property cf the dispozed diatater, Wanusl ¥or-iega,
were in need of propsr care and management. Berargd pro-
vided emergeney furda and a plun for the future. A& tanir
"Summit Meeting", neld et the Summit Zoo in Iste Pehrusry
1921 and atiended by the Ezccndido efficialn; Dr. Monica
Brenca of the Suomit Zoo, &nd viher Penemunisn conservotion
parsennel, a8 well as Sharon ¥etols, Chairpersea for =he
Tapir Specialist Group, resulted in emenable agrzemencs
between Escondide end Lhe Summit Zoo.

Forking teogether, snimale will %e chored by bosh Facilities.
Their geal, repraductiion Tor ultimste reintreduction inte
neelthy Fansmenizn forests, wae ‘sirongiy agread wpon by

the Summit srd BEgocndido offdicinls,

apquipition of further furds will le=d to the improvemente
of tepir faeilitise both =% the Sumunit snd Deoondido. Other
actione resulting frem the Tapir Summit meeting:

= A& tapir conservatior omsterplan for Penamz will be
developed with reccmmerndations for the vreservation of the
tapir inm the wild;, oruersme for reintroduction, znd exXchanges
with animels in the TS54 tepir S5P wrogram,



3

- Feginming noxt yzar, & ceptive research rroject will
be jointly conducted Ly CEPEPE in Peoama and the Zoclopgiesl
Society of Sen Diego,

— Dr. ¥opich Premes of OBFEPE, %ick Barcngl of the
Zoological Sceietwy of Sen Diego, and Skeron ¥stola of
10K will begin preliminary warlk for geveloping B Central
Azericgn Faunal Interes$ Sroup, haping to creste a forwal
network of informetion exchanpe besween Central ALmericsn
vountries end promoting the trensfer of zeizntifin
Sechnology from USA institutions fo fecilities in Tentral
Amarica,

2. MNore News On 3pecies Beintroduction in Tanama.

ficholes Smyihe of the Swithsonian Tropical Roocorsh
Institute hae written & plem fsr the ecteblizhmert of

B center for rehalilitation sand reesteblishment of locally
extinguisned speéciea in the Paneps Cansl orea,

The prepcoed zite would be lucwted within <he Faroue Nacioshal
duberanis end the protracted duretien of this preojaot would
be at lesst fifteen years. Spesies -hst ape being targeted
for reinirodaetion in these forsets of the FPeanepa cunal ;
witershed ars red apider monkeys, Atelse EEﬂfITD?E, Central
AmeTicRN TApiTE, &pirud beirdii, End white-liene pacasries,
TErazou peeard,

g. BELIFE

1. FPrime Habitat for Centrsl fnmeviear Tapir Explored
= Sharon Matola, TH6 Chelrverscn

pplving fur » poeition onm 8 eeientifie expedition intending
to investignze an unexplared region in the Fayn Newntadins of
Selize wrs faeiliitated b= oy as=gcintion wilth the TUIN Tapir
peecialiot Group,

sponaored by the Foyal Geographie Sacisty, British Museum of
Hatural Mistory, end 3ritich Poross, the sia week lang
expedition atudied the flooum, feund, ond geology of thRis
previousiy unexplored region.

By interest in documenting aotivity mnd sopulatiens of Lhe
Cantrel Americon fapir, I balrdii, en endangered species,
wa3 well rewarded. A toTal of four onimels were sightad
duringyihs expeditien, ard both faeces end troir trapsles
were abundant.



The forests in this zrem, inundslbed by seasgonal Ileocing
end affected by hurricane-force winds sprroximpsely SveTy
Tiftpen yesrs {(Hartsham st al. 1%64), are in 8 continua.
glate of sugceasion. This secondery-zrowlh vegsteticn,
redeminent throughout the study orem, i= oroferred Fapd
for T. bairdiji (Fregoso 1987), ané this, slong with the
evailabi 11ty of water « the Reepsculs River snd ita WEFY
tributeries, efford nrime heabitat for the epecicd.

Tre remote lcottion of the study eres provides s matupel
no-tunting sanctusry, those tapirs =ighsed mere uncfraid
ol human pyaserng,

All of the zbove-mentionzd farters have 124 4o Flouricking
populations cf T. bairdii 1= the Tuper Raspeenlo region of
Bellze.

The Govermnmment of Belize is discueeing the pos=ihi Tity af
deelariag 8 Naye Newntain Bioasphere Reszerve 44 tte nenr
Putura, T% 1is heped that the expedition reoord will Llegé
to ~he agreerent Thes the Unper Raspamila wagion of the
Naye Mpuntains will eerve B& B core srea for the santinugl
nreaervetion of the wildlife founé kere, as wsll == far the
pratection of the valuakle watershed,

Tapir Soecielist Groun mexhera interested in receliving a
deteiled répord of the mespal eurvey from the Upper
Ruspaoula, Tosusing upen T, 23irdii, ehould sznd z&n. 20
Lo P L

Sharen Netelsa, Chiispergon

Pepir Specialiet Grouz/IOCK/SEC

ol By AT

Belize City, Felize {Uentral Americe)

Hefesrsnpoes Oit:=z4

1. ZFragogsa, J. 1687, The habitat preferennes mnd sooisl
stricture of tspirs. M.o5. Thesis; Tnls, of Tironho,
Torento, Crnads. Y

#+ Hartighorm, G. et 8l, 1984, FBeiizer coontre e, proefilc
a fiald study. "Treine Hnos. Supg. Son fomey; S.3,
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. [DEDATRES Wamtein Tepir, Tapirus minchooue,

Craig Downer, in the fizld in Swncey Natiomsl Park,
Secuader, studying the egolegy of fthe Mountrin Tepir,

I. pinchague, =g part of hig FhD dissertaticn, hos ke pd
She Tapir Dpeciaiiss Jpoup well-mdvised on “he ITOETESS
he hag heen maiking,

At least four animzls now have radio collare, and mare

dats, perticularly as it invelves thedir nigresory ratiemas,
should Deeome available within ths next yeser. The Nountain
Tapir appears to migrete annuially, Netives in Hotk Columbia
and Eguador revort that during the wet heif of the yesr,
Cotober to May, populsticms +sve to bFigh, <pen parame. Yhen
the drder half of Lhe yeur srrives, June fo Septeater, the
populetions Teturn to the unper Friwge of the sloud Torest,

Howewer, the pzucity of Leechnicel fielé work hes wever
adecuately supported theze loepel nhoerve-ions, Oraig
Dovner's work will Zesd to a for grecter understeading of
Mountain Tapir ecology.

To date, findings during the dry ceager hove shévm that the
older ianir does not weander as much es $he younger topirs,
Graig Downer believes thet this mar be dAue +o the youngar
enimzls not cerving out their niche 2o yet,

fnether site, logcated further south of Seneay Natiomsl Parl,
Podperrpus Neticazal Pard, aonesre fe Bo en ideal cite for-a
study of T. pinchaque. Unlike Sengay Jational Fark, this
DATE is not heineg éncroeched upeom by asttle rew hing.

Craig Tovner is hoping to esoure funding in order to place
LACOS transmitters cn tapirs in Podocarous HN. P,

Vare data of intsrest is thast to the southwest of Saugay
Netlonal Tark liess the RFlo Mazan Reserve. While repr==s
prevail about n2 eXtirzetdion of T. pinchagune from thkias

Forest Peserve, Creig Downer has reporhed that the possibility
of & small pospulstion of T. vinchacue living in an i=oleted
corner of This region 23111 exisws. He howes to verdify

thi=,

Craig Downer's cn-zoing study of <he ¥ourluin Tapir is
oeing adopted fs & [ield nrojest by Wildlife Conservstion



Internetionml, [WCI}, us gurt 5T dherr initiztive ta
preserve Beuafor's cloud arente,

. Foeglbility of Trpending Pretectszd Lraeg 7

UFfjeials ir Qui.o are coneidering toe ineoTporetion of
other foresl wunes ewrrounding Ssnesy Fatisnel Parlk to
coaziat inm the yreservealion o T. pinchacae popaletions

in that zres:
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D, ARGENTING

1. Two Year Stwdy of Towland Teniw, Manitus tervestrig,
in Hortheaet frgortins,

Silvie Uhelultian, undertnaking fieldwork sz nart of the
Frograma Pegionsl Xenelo de Vida Silvestre in Beorrecdis,
Coeta Riecm, will be studying the etstus srd aabiiat ef
T. terrestria ia northezss Lrpgertina, She rsporia that
na studies of T. terrcotriz keve evsr Eeesn accumglishiod
in Argeantine, ead Ehe Ticld program will oosh 1ticady
gtars in 2190%F,

Iae main cbjectives of thiz two year study are tc obtzin
general icformeticn sbout the disTributicn and akirinoncs
ol T. terrestris in thie ri:gion af Argentina,

Fieldwork wil® be parried sut during the dry zeason EEnthes,
between Lrzril snd Uciober; sroceeded by counprehwnsive
plarming invelving limsons betwesn congorvotion K30z, as
well ns the approprivie perk and goveérnment otticiala,
Deszldes deoeumenting the 7. terrestiris popnlsiicns, clher
speelBs of Iauna will be noted: jaguer, Penthers omim,
reccaries, Toayeassudae sp., &nd cervide.

In the atudy eres, a lond-usze cvaiustisn will be made
teking into eonsidersticsn fthe humen impact being mede
in the regicn by the lecal inhabitants and logging
interosts.

Future issuee of TAPIR CONSERIVATION will report on Trogress
teing nede by Bilvia Chaluki=n in Aresnting.

E. TARAGULY

Dariel Brocks, working w2z a Resezreh beespointe Iar the
foologicel Suciety of ZEn Disgo, undertook £ CiLE=fEaT
study in the Feregusvan Ohsce, He has srodiced scme
interesting dota on Tanirus terresiris EPﬂEumzini B2
peTt 0 hie investigatione of the 1iTe histerics of
neptropical foresT unguletes.

The primsry surooes of hic study was to determine Lis
stetus for T.t. svegeszird. A4lthough South bmerican

tanire =re usually asaocioted with aonsistently warid
Porests, the chaceen sabspecies ie an exception Toa the
Tule {Hedford, et al. 1990). Tha ohenn is azmentially
a vEst cenglamerstion of habitate - dndean Fforect froc



the weat, wetlend from the north, woinforeet from the
ezgt, and pempss from the scush,

The Paregusv River runs glong the egstern boundsry of

the upper chucoj forming the southwestern periphery of
Breasil's vash Peobeasl = Lhe larsast, oost intsct wet=
land existing on today's plenet. In the central chaco,
tefomnra (men-mede pondlets) end £illed mulleys seasonally
ciopport woker from meselive rains.

The majority of the central Fersgueyan chisco has been
gleared For setdle loends.

The Loeslities lien shows si<ses where tapir traecls were

femnd. The most concentreiesd tapir porulations wore

found in tke wiecidity sf Cerro Leon, Defenscores del Dhaceo
Naticnal Parlk, where Tittla humen Sizturbsnce aceurs (Jechles

B

he gige of T.E. sregazmird is lsrse in pronort: o
subspeeise T The Zouth americen TEpir. The ahfccan teoir
tracks meesured were Tound ta be 23% larger Than those from
arees in Peru (Bmmens 1990). Also, the hode of the chasasn
tapir is thicker and eerves as protection from $he thorny
vegetation which is more congentrsted thanm in tyniecaml
tapir {rainforest) habitat.

11 iracke revesled meaogemous individusls. The excention
being o Juvenile, Tecorcded proximcelly to on acult in late
Septimber [enarlsr E'!.'.l"‘:i'.”'lg:l, qT'n._]ﬂ.E';r;-g h;r' AlmaroUa F"t'.t‘-i'tt‘:ﬂinj
traek locetione and edize demography, it iz hypothesiped that
the effepring wenders Turther from the =dult s &ge inereaczed,

Oan Srocxs' year leng stucy shows thet T.%. spessszzind
appesrs Lo te eiuble ut present in the miZdle to Lpter
Fareguayen chacoe. The muior threst o most speécies of
topir i= hebitat destruction. The chasccan Fubapecies
appetrs more tolerans of Luswn development. Also, DecELsE
of the arimei's extremz2ly thick hide, thery =re protected
from uredsaters - i.e. lerge felide.

Unfeortunetely, The thickness of the nide of the ckacoan
Tepir makes it an idenl meterial for leather. E=paks
found that tapir sandals ere fregpusntly purchzeed by
tourista s souvenire.
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Beferenoes Tited

—» Sumignm, Lol. 12890, Festrcoical heinforset Xermelg: 8
Leld guide. Universily of GhicAge Fregs., DO. =95=¥E57,

2. Redford, K.l., &, Taber and 0.4, Simonetsi. 1550, “There
ie mere To biodivers=ity thon She Lropioul reinforest",
Tonservation Bielazy, 4(3).

- Lowland Tepir, T. tesrastrio, in Pecuvian Smazacn

Trors: Lichsrd E. Bedmer
Tept. of Ecn'lqg-_.,r
Faiwar=ity of Tumbhrid g

"Hesoonses of Tngulantes ¢ Eegsornal Tonundetlens in the
Apazon Floodplain®.

Phis etudy exemined the effects ol wedasopel Mmundatdicons on
certein Amazoon ungulstess rTed hrocket desr, Wazzmo Bmerioeng,
grey broghket doar, M. pousmeibizs; collaped pECEETY, Toayassd
triseu, whkito-lizped pocomry, T, pecari, =rd the lowlann

gpair, T. ferreciria, ind their sdeptazionhe to vope with

large seale Tlicods.

The gtudy arca wap Iported in tropicel ferests of the
Feruwisn Amaton which ineloded the river ayatens of the
Lpper Fio Tahuayo znd Quebrode Flanss, wkich 1ie 100 tm
ecuthesst nf Tanitos.

Richard Dodner found that ~hs Jewlond tozir and white-lipped
peccary Irecuertly used Ileodplain Torests while brocke=
deer and collsred peoceEry —anded ta sroid “hage lewlord
arens.

Bath the laplind tapirv and whiite=lip=ed pEafATy weps lepet
sffected by seasenal imundetions,. DBoth eperdes' ddahe,
during high water pad then low water, barely warted. Tn
perticuler, Tor tas lowload tapiz:

High water Tiovw water
Graminue T GFramines IoF. O
Neuritis flawnouss 85,0 Rouritie flexruvusa 6T,

Thie estuly was sunpsried by the (hicage Zoologicsl Socletr,



571 0Y AREAT

The stedy area {Figurs 1| wasloaicd in Lropical fureste ol fhe Frroviar Sumzzon
and ineluded 10¢ river sysuoms of the apper Ris Talango enel Dhacbrada Rlnnes
siuated fpproximately LD km southcast of Tguitas. The Fin ‘Talnayn iza
hlack water river approvimately 85 km i Jogth aith s prinaple channel sun.
ning parallel to the Amazon, Water lovel wf 1 Fia Talewey a5 e prbaiced alinost
entircly by the Amazon hecaose i [aws witlen the A ey Aoodpkan, Wi
siealby all forests surrounding the Ric Tahuave are traadazad Ty Figh walo
(Figure 2], During 1hess periosls e Ria Tahuayn is fedin ps ppper washes by
Aecdwater from ke Rio Urayall ood in it midie and lower coaches by flownt-
water [ram the Amacon, -

Fi,.lu-lr 1. ¥Eap =f the wn iy xwa ahew g araverally irdaird beieets 1ahaded area| and e Tasded
foreudn [nst graded . Thearraees depecl il ol salo from 1he LUovali wnd Snsaem 4.
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. CORSECTICHN PROM TAPIR CONSERVATION iszus #1

1. Popirug indicua i Sumatre.

The mep of Eumztra showiog Lhe ddstributien of

I. indicus in Gunung lLeuser, northern Sumstra, snd 4n +the
2reas of ¢ and § reppEcTively, iz dncerpect dets,
According te Dr. Niee wan Strien of Zemba, Malewi,

Lr. wan Strien stetes that in the northern gusrher
cf Sumatre, sad throughout the izland of Bagnen, the
Falayan tepir has Leen extiraeted.

Tepir Folklore: TDr. Nico ven Strier reverts thot
toee’ Tollklore euggests that f2zirs are said Lo zleep
very deeply fné To snore loudly. One can eRsily g
up o & =leeping tEair ard tie ite lepge.

F. Establighing s Detobose en Werphozetrivs =nd Tomobiligation
Irug Dasggrs for the Tapiridas — from T80 zerber Chris.Wemmer

Rg we gre gll awvare, there 1a a paucity of bapic information
on the bislogy of fapirs. Even morphémetric dets on the four
species of living tamirs is Eparee, B¢ we Ere tyving +to
asteblieh B date bese, In the course of the Nelionel Zoo's
200 Blelogy and Aniumal Yinegemant Training Frogram, we have
wttenpted Lo complls pcorphometrio and Ammabildention Arig
information usirg captive tapips in Kalayoin emd Singepore,
rnd Erasil. The progrom hes= been runnding Lo fwe sad a

malf years. Cur project wes initiotec as 4 olfss exsrpise

on lerge mamual Imoobiligetion, but we seized the sppertunity
Se develop B aet of messurcmonts for comparison Tetween speoiws,
and. to devsrmine whether ary bicmetyie sax 3ifferences exist
=0 trese monemworphic Species. A= wou pen see from the
attached data form, we 2lsc exsmined the tecth 4o losrn aboub
srupticn esmuences and wear. Our ulbtimete coal iz <o cenerats
goneral information that will be of uze o recedrchers im ke
Tield snd in eaptivitry.

fe hope The morvhemetrics data furm will dnterest our solleamues
in collevting thiz ‘nformaticn es sapnartumities Lepone Evailatle
in goos and the fie'd, =ud we welosme edmments and auggestione
ag to ifts nse. We wore abls 4o immobildize and measure 15
ceptive Nalaven Sonirs in Felaysie and Jingspore during our

foe Diglegy Traiaing Couree, fnd we heve &lso beer able tao
=ilisk the nelp of a few Yorth fmericen zooe in exzarding the
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dets tREe. Thne neasuremente renquire & pleatic teilorta tape,
R amell vernisr calipera fur Leolh sedsurecents, &nd a
Torester's czlipers with a Jaw depth of 0.5 pm. Dr. J. Andvew
Tears, waterinseisn a% the Milweukes Zountr Zoo, en instrictor
aill gur program, 12 maintaining the chemical immohliTization
getEbAre wsing the IRIS szoftwire progrem Kedizhs, D=, Tmare
iz willing to share Mie informatisog with octher veterinerians,
£nfd is interested in learning of thzir exserirmcee in thip
ieportant @rga.

buring our treinine enur=a at the S50 Pouls 2o in Doconber
158E, we hod tha appartunity to test the "radic—ooller retention
ability™ of a eouple of ceptive Brosiliom tani==, mre eallar,
mede By Talmies fér shite-tailed dasr, failcd the test
because the fepir's Tleparad™ neck, We 0:d =0t cineh She
collzsre tightly for ohvinue Tefeang, at we thousht that an
in deer, fthe sarc ond generel bedy carrisge would prevent

Fhe apnipsl from dresping the dewviee. This wasn't the cage:
“he aollars were gkhed withim B hour after ottrormest Liter
wwo ctfemnta, we corefully wonsured the neel and Tecorded

the oross-sectlsnd] dimeneicre.  We fara Tepemabdly corfident
that 8 form Fitting cellcr could be constructed thel would
atay put.
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